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For Audience, No Debate About Bungled Event

By Bill Turque
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, May 31, 2007; Page VA05

Eventhe mostbitterly contesteccandidatedebateseldomtrigger
mutiny by the audienceBut thatwasnearlythe caseat lastweek's
meetingof the ProvidenceDistrict supervisorDemocraticprimary
hopefuls,conductedy the Leagueof WomenVotersof the Fairfax
Area.

Therewere complaintsbeforethe eventbegan,sparkedby the
league'dlecisionto declarethe debate'intellectualproperty"andto
barbloggersfrom recordingit, althoughreplayswere availableon
Fairfax Public Accessand Google Video.

LeaguePresidentSherryW.
Zachrymoderatedandshe
seemedverwhelmedShe
exasperatethe crowd at the
JamesLee Community Center in

& Buy This Photo

Enlarge This Photo

¥Lights Off for Hands

E-MAIL
NEWSLETTERS

View a Sample and Sign Up

- Today's Headlines
& Columnists

= Breaking News
Alerts

Manage Your
Newsletters

Falls Churchby interruptingthe
candidatesn the Junel2 contest
-- incumbentLinda Q. Smyth
(D-Providence)and
neighborhoodactivist Charlesw.
"Charlie" Hall -- forgettingto
explaingroundrules,musingout
loud aboutchangingthe formatin
mid-debateandthenscoldingthe
audiencéor protestingwhenshe
decidedagainstit.

Shrry W. Zachry moderates last
week's debate. (By Carol Guzy --
The Washington Post)
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About 15 minutes into the contest,

asthe inequity becameclear,

Zachryraisedthe possibility of
changingtherules.

Hall's campaignfor reasonghat
arenot clear, apparentlyagreed
to aformatthatrequiredhim to
answerevery questionfirst,
repeatedlybuying Smythextra
time to considerherresponse.
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"Switch! Switch!" camethe Zip Code:
voicesfrom the seats.
"Audience,I'm sorry,youdon't
getto tell mewhatto do," she
explained.Thensheadded:"I'm
askinghigherpowersif we can
changet in the middle of the
debate."Oneof thosehigher
powerswasevidentlySmyth,
who indicatedthatshewasquite
comfortablewith therulesas
they stood.

TOP JOBS ON WASHINGTONPOST.COM

Mailroom Manager / DIDLAKE
Web Developer / Design _/ MANILA
CONSULTING GROUP INC

Fiscal And Budget Director _ / NORTHERN VA
MENTAL HEALTH INSTITUTE

Librarian / CITY OF NEWPORT NEWS
Development Specialist  / WRTC
All Top Jobs

FEATURED ADVERTISER LINKS

Refinance Rates As Low As 2.9% - FREE
QUOTES!

$300,000 Mortgage for $965Umo! Refinance &
Save $1,000's!

Be Prepared. Fight Identity Theft!
Equifax.com.

$599,000 Loan for only $1,997Umo. NO SSN
REQUIRED!

Asbestos , Mesothelioma Lawyer , Lung
Cancer, Med Mal

Father's Day Gifts , T-shirts , Custom
Hats, Koozies

Cool Gadgets, Great Deals, Visit
CircuitCity.com
Try Email Marketing with Constant Contact

T-Mobile , Verizon Wireless , CingularUAT&T
Phones




WhenZachrysaidtheywould continuewith the format, audience
disapprovaimounted.

"You mayleaveif youdon'tlike it," shesaid.

As the debatecontinued the crowd grew morerestive."Wrong!
Wrong! Wrong!" peopleshouted.

"Excuseme!" the now-indignantZachrysaid."We do not havethis
kind of behaviorat a leaguedebate!"

Zachryhadno commentafterward.In aletterto the Connection
Newspaperswhich co-sponsorethe event,sheapologizedo the
candidategor ambiguitiesin the rulesastheywerewritten but said
shewas"not pleased'with the questiongaisedaboutthe format.
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