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Sherry W. Zachry moderates last 
week's debate. (By Carol Guzy --
The Washington Post) 
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For Audience, No Debate About Bungled Event
By Bill Turque
Washington Post Staff Writer
Thursday, May 31, 2007; Page VA05

Even the most bitterly contested candidate debates seldom trigger 
mutiny by the audience. But that was nearly the case at last week's 
meeting of the Providence District supervisor Democratic primary 
hopefuls, conducted by the League of Women Voters of the Fairfax
Area.

There were complaints before the event began, sparked by the 
league's decision to declare the debate "intellectual property" and to 
bar bloggers from recording it, although replays were available on 
Fairfax Public Access and Google Video.

League President Sherry W. 
Zachry moderated, and she 
seemed overwhelmed. She 
exasperated the crowd at the 
James Lee Community Center in 
Falls Church by interrupting the 
candidates in the June 12 contest 
-- incumbent Linda Q. Smyth
(D-Providence) and 
neighborhood activist Charles W. 
"Charlie" Hall -- forgetting to 
explain ground rules, musing out 
loud about changing the format in 
mid-debate and then scolding the 
audience for protesting when she 
decided against it.

Hall's campaign, for reasons that 
are not clear, apparently agreed 
to a format that required him to 
answer every question first, 
repeatedly buying Smyth extra 
time to consider her response.

About 15 minutes into the contest, 
as the inequity became clear, 
Zachry raised the possibility of 
changing the rules.

"Switch! Switch!" came the 
voices from the seats.

"Audience, I'm sorry, you don't 
get to tell me what to do," she 
explained. Then she added: "I'm 
asking higher powers if we can 
change it in the middle of the 
debate." One of those higher 
powers was evidently Smyth, 
who indicated that she was quite 
comfortable with the rules as 
they stood.
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When Zachry said they would continue with the format, audience 
disapproval mounted.

"You may leave if you don't like it," she said.

As the debate continued, the crowd grew more restive. "Wrong! 
Wrong! Wrong!" people shouted.

"Excuse me!" the now-indignant Zachry said. "We do not have this 
kind of behavior at a league debate!"

Zachry had no comment afterward. In a letter to the Connection 
Newspapers, which co-sponsored the event, she apologized to the 
candidates for ambiguities in the rules as they were written but said 
she was "not pleased" with the questions raised about the format.

CONTINUED     1    2    Next >

Print This Article E-Mail This Article  Permission 
to Republish

View all comments that have been posted about this article.

Comments that include profanity or personal attacks or other inappropriate comments or material 
will be removed from the site. Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain "signatures" by 
someone other than the actual author will be removed. Finally, we will take steps to block users 
who violate any of our posting standards, terms of use or privacy policies or any other policies 
governing this site. Please review the full rules governing commentaries and discussions. You 
are fully responsible for the content that you post.

© 2007 The Washington Post Company

NEWS  | POLITICS  | OPINIONS  | LOCAL  | SPORTS  | ARTS & LIVING  | CITY GUIDE JOBS  | CARS  | REAL ESTATE  | RENTALS  | CLASSIFIEDS

washingtonpost.com: Help | Contact Us |  About Us |  Advertisers |  Site Index |  Site Map |  Make Us Your Home Page |  mywashingtonpost.com |  Work for Us |  Mobile |  RSS |  Archives
The Washington Post: Subscribe |  Subscriber Services |  Advertisers |  Electronic Edition |  Online Photo Store |  The Washington Post Store |  About The Post |  National Weekly
The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996-2007 The Washington Post Company |  User Agreement and Privacy Policy |  Rights and Permissions

Ads by Google

Why Mommy is a Democrat
The book George Bush doesn't want your kids to read!
littledemocrats.net

Careers in DC, VA, and MD
Free Custom Job Fit. Easy, Secure, Confidential. Employers Find 
You.
www.jobfox.com

Hillary Clinton in 2008?
Do you think Hillary Clinton would be a good choice for US 
President?
www.PollingPoint.com

Your washingtonpost.com User ID, postno, will be displayed with your comment.

SEARCH: washingtonpost.com WebTry Our New Search

People who read this also read …

How Tax Pennies Add Up

Fairfax Pushes Affordable Housing

in brief

Potts Plots Swan Song: Helping 
Democrats


