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A tunnel through Tysons Corner would indeed be too risky and costly to build, in terms of time
and money, according to a new federal report on the Dulles rail project.

Rappahannock News
Culpeper News The review, conducted by the Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) and released on May 31, concurs with earlier

findings by Virginia contractor Carter & Burgess, which performed its own review of tunnel project proposals in February at

AlexandriaTimes the state's request.
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Among the FTA's concerns with the tunnel proposal, put forward

NEWS SEARCH 14 DAYS by advocate group TysonsTunnel.org in January, is the fact that
insufficient technical work exists to justify postponing the overall
go project yet again to consider a tunnel alignment through Fairfax 9 to 5? Around here?
Archives County's economic hub. Please.
Too few details on soil conditions, cost estimates and time delays [RULEEEEROINA QoL S TG EVER G E R[5
related to any drilling problems led as well to the FTA's your schedule.
conclusions. _—
FTA sources said the study was done as part of the agency's p NEWS
"due diligence" but also in response to a petition the tunnel group
filed to re-open environmental reviews of the project. Now

TysonsTunnel.org president Scott Monett said what the study

does not address are the long-term economic costs of building an at m

elevated rail line through Tysons Corner.

"We understand it would be more expensive if it were being built in with Derek McGinty

the middle of a cornfield in Kansas," Monett said. "But it will take

longer and be more expensive because it's going through an 1 -

It's your time
n

Fairfax County board Chairman Gerry Connolly (D) said too many

consider tunnel advocates' claims as gospel, and that the federal WUSAS.COM

study is a wake-up to reality.

"We need to deal honestly with the complexity of this issue," Connolly said. "Too much of this now is a matter of blind faith.
It can't just be a matter of theology, but of facts, analysis, and objective independent review."

Several times over, the Board of Supervisors has come out publicly in favor of a tunnel, though not at any cost. At this g b
point, Connolly said a no vote to aerial amounts to a no vote for the whole project. o
. _ ) ‘Always on time...
"I've done everything in my power to get a tunnel," Connolly added. "We'll press the system in any way, but without or don't
jeopardizing the project itself." you >
pay a dime!™®

A public briefing on the project by the board is scheduled for June 4.
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Click here to send us your community news, events, letters to the editor and other suggestions. Click here to read
our privacy policy.
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